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Born in 1972 in Moscow and living 
in New York since 1994, Yevgeniy 
Fiks one day asked himself if he is 
Russian or American.  As a movie 
buff, he re-discovered a forgotten 
period: 1943 and 1944. Hollywood 
was solicited by Roosevelt to 
produce films that would 
legitimize in the eyes of the public 
the alliance formed between the 
United States and the USSR 
against the Nazis. The goal was to 
create a positive Russian hero. 
MGM Studios produced North Star 
and Song of Russia (photo), and 
Warner Brothers came out with 
Mission to Moscow. The Cold War 
rendered these films obscure and 
their authors became suspects of 
communist propaganda during 
the McCarthy era. Fiks found 
copies of the films and drew from 
their still-frames his inspiration for 
his black and white paintings, in 
which the trademarks of MGM 
and Warner are superimposed on 
images of Stalin and heroic young 
women. The mix of socialist 
realism and Hollywood lyricism is 
astonishing.  These are paintings 
of historical intelligence and 
efficeincy.          PHILIPPE DAGEN  
(Galerie Blue Square, 14 rue 
Debelleyme, Paris-3e. Tel.: +33-1 
49-96-59-17. Open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 11 am. to 7 pm. 
Until February 21). 
 


